
Important information for all players: Following the GAA’s Annual Congress in 

April 2012 a new rule was enacted that made it mandatory to use a mouthguard in all 

Gaelic football matches and training sessions from January 1st 2013 (for all age grades up to 

and including minor) and at U21 and Adult level from January 1st 2014. The GAA’s Medical, 

Scientific & Welfare Committee acknowledge that the use of a properly fitted mouthguard is the 

best available protective device for reducing the incidence and severity of sports-related dental 

injuries and was centrally involved in ensuring the introduction of compulsory mouthguards in 

Gaelic Football. In many sports such as rugby and hockey the wearing of gumshields is the norm 

with nearly all clubs adhering strictly to the ‘no gumshield - no game' policy. In 2013 St Rynaghs 

Football Club will be enforcing this as players will not be covered under the player injury scheme 

if they are not wearing a mouthguard. The club will work with all parents and players to make sure 

everyone is protected when playing football.
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St. Rynaghs Football Club are delighted to offer 

football training for school-going children as 

young as Under 6. Training at this level has been 

a great success over the past few years with the 

training being enjoyed by many children. Inter 

club games and blitzes begin at U8 and continue 

through to U10 and U12. Mini games and blitzes 

are organised between Offaly clubs and the aim 

is to teach the skills in a fun but non-competitive 

manner with each child getting an opportunity to 

play and practice their newly gained skills. 

Training has proved hugely popular and 

enjoyable for the kids and new members are 

always welcomed and encouraged to take part. 

Training will commence again in the Spring so 

keep an eye out for further details.

Competitive football championship begins at 

U14 and we had great success in 2012. The 

boys won the U14 League and Championship 

and went all the way to the semi final of the All 

Ireland Feile before losing to eventual winners, 

Ennistymon from Clare. The Feile was a wonder-

ful success for the club and we hosted the boys 

from Lancashire in the UK for the Feile weekend. 

We also competed in the U16 B championship in 

2012 while the Minors reached the Minor 

Football Shield final where they drew against 

Gracefield but unfortunately went on to lose out 

in the replay. Overall it was a good year for 

underage football with over 200 people taking 

part.

This year we are doing something different with our St Stephens Day Charity Event. We are going to 

have a charity walk around “The Bottoms” and we’d like to see all the family taking part. There is no cost 

in taking part but you can make a charity donation if you wish. This year we are supporting two charities, 

Irish Motor Neurone Disease Association (IMNDA) and Offaly Hospice Foundation. Refreshment will be 

served during the walk and the more people that make the effort the more enjoyable it will be for 

everyone. We would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a Happy Christmas and A Happy and 
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This year saw a very historic and proud 

moment in the Club when we opened 

of our new Clubhouse in June. Offaly 

played Westmeath in a very competitive game in 

immaculate conditions in our club grounds in 

Cloghan. The clubhouse was officially opened by 

Uachtaráin CLG, Liam O’Neill. The day was very 

well supported both locally and by GAA support-

ers in neighbouring parishes and was truly a very 

memorable day that everyone in the Club and 

Community should be proud of and will remem-

ber for years to come. The facilities were in 

pristine condition on the day and thanks must go 

to all those who facilitated in making that 

possible. We now have top class facilities that 

that will not only 

serve our current 

club members and 

extended community 

members but it will 

also serve many 

future generations to 

come.

At Adult level the club entered three teams to 

compete in their respective grades - U21, Junior and 

Senior. After reaching the Offaly Senior Football 

championship quarter final last year for the first time 

since the early 70’s, we had high hopes to push on 

again this year but unfortunately we lost out in some 

tight games that could have gone either way. The 

Junior team reached the Quarter Final stage this year 

but they exited the Championship after they were 

beaten by Durrow. The U21 side didn’t get much 

action this year but there is little doubt there are some 

very talented footballers at this grade in the club who, 

with a big effort, can prove very competitive in the 

coming season. Hopefully 2013 will be a successful 

year for the club on the field of play. We will have the 

same number of teams entered in competitions for 

the 2013 season and new players are always 

welcome.

We have recently entered a Boccia league for men 

over the age of 50. This is a game similar to bowls 

that the men play upstairs in our clubhouse. We are 

taking part in a league with Banagher, Belmont, Seir 

Kieran and Crinkle so it should be enjoyable and we 

encourage you to get involved. If you are interested in 

taking part please contact Padraig Finneran on 086 

351781. 

The club has been active on social media outlets 

such as Facebook and Twitter now for the last 2 

years and our club website 

http://www.strynaghsfootballclub.ie/ continues to 

be very active and popular with those near and far 

away. Check these out for the latest news and club 

photographs from the past and present.

Over the last few years we have received huge 

support from the community in our fundraising 

efforts and we would like to thank everyone for 

their continuous contribution and generosity. The 

total cost of our development works so far is €400K 

and this includes the Cloghan K walk, the new 

Clubhouse and various other works around our 

ground. We hope that everyone is using and 

enjoying the facilities and that everyone in the 

parish can be proud of what we have.

We are always looking for people to get involved 

and over the last few years the parish has seen a 

lot of new families move into the area. Our AGM is 

taking place on Sat 5th Jan at 8:45pm (in the 

Clubhouse) and we are always looking for new 

people to come and get involved in some shape or 

form. The current committee would like to see new 

people taking up positions in the club and as with 

all situations, new people bring new ideas, innova-

tion, energy and enthusiasm. This is a very 

important night for St Rynaghs Football Club, its 

players, members and supporters alike and 

everyone is encouraged and invited to come along 

on the night.

The AGM is an opportunity for all to voice an 

opinion on how the club is being run and it allows 

the members to decide who will run the club for the 

following 12 months. All nominations for positions 

within the club must be with the club secretary 

Dessie O'Connor by Sat 1st Jan at the latest. Only 

paid up club members will have a vote at the AGM.

GAA Club membership now runs from 1st Jan to 

31st Dec 2013. The cost for membership is the 

same as last year:

• Adult Player €50

• Adult Non-Player, Boccia, Running & Walking                          

  Member €25

• Student €25

• Minor Member €10

• Juvenile Member €5

• Family Membership €50

  (2 Adults + Children up to 16 years) 

• OAP €10

The club lotto is the weekly fund that enables the 

club to survive year on year and a lot of people 

have shown an interest in purchasing a yearly lotto 

ticket that puts them into the lotto draw each week. 

The cost for a yearly ticket is €75 and this will need 

to be paid by the end of this year to be included in 

all lotto draws for 2013. If you know of anyone both 

within and outside the parish who would be 

interested please don’t hesitate to contact us. It 

could also be a nice Christmas present for 

someone abroad who would be interested in 

supporting the club and at the same time also 

having a chance to win the jackpot each week for a 

year! For further information please contact 

Josephine Farrell (086 3710939), Martin Grogan 

(087 7440867), Paudie Mulhare (086 8357489) 

Tómas Flaherty (086 8954043), Gary Daly (087 

2848961),  or any committee member 

to become a member or buy 

a yearly lotto ticket.


